JJ Issue 2

February 2008 \K

/I’I’UI’I’W/!W %/JMQ/L

CITY OF SEYMOUR
this newsletter also available for download at

WWwWWwW.seymourmissouri.org

City of Seymour

114 E. Washington
PO Box 247

Phone: 417.935.4401
FAX: 417.935.2600

Seymour Police Dept.
417.935.4200

Seymour Fire Dept.
417.935.2822

Webster County Sheriff
417.859.2247

Southern Webster
County Fire Protection
District

417.935.2500

MoDOT Road Conditions
800.222.6400

MAYORAL ELECTIONS

Another name has been added to the list of
mayoral candidates...Mr. Lee Binley. Mr.
Binley was born December 5, 1933 in
Mansfield, MO. He graduated from Mans-
field High School in 1951 and moved to
Seymour in 1954. In the past he served as
Fire Chief as well as owner and operator of
Carter-Binley Appliance and Furniture. He
became mayor of Seymour in 1966 and
served off on in this capacity through 1985.

ALDERMAN NEWS

Tuesday the 29", Lisa Owen-South Ward
alderman, resigned her position because
Lisa and her family are moving out of town
and the aldermen are required to live
within the city limits. We will certainly miss
her leadership and wish her the best of
luck in her future endeavors. We also
want to take this opportunity to welcome
Dale Bailey who will be taking her place for
the remainder of her term. We know that
he will bring new ideas and a positive atti-
tude to this position.

Frequently Called Numbers

Post Office
417.935.2275

Webster County Citizen
417.935.2257

YMCA
417.935.2177

Senior Center
417.935.2211

Webster County Recycling
417.935.5786

Hours: Friday 1-5
Saturday 10-2

Southern Missouri Natural
Gas
800.909.7642

SEYMOUR COMMUNITY LIBRARY
IN DISPUTE WITH COUNTY

On April 7, 1964, the resi-
dents of Webster County
voted on the establishment
of a county library district
and a tax to support it. On
April 21, 1964, the courts
ordered the tax to be ex-
tended on the County Tax
Books, but they did NOT
order the establishment of
the county library district.
The reason the courts did
not establish the library dis-
trict was because a con-
tract was being negotiated
for Webster County to be-
come part of the Kinder-
hook Regional Library Dis-
trict which was based in
Laclede County. The con-
tract with Kinderhook was
signed July 1, 1964 and
Webster County remained
part of Kinderhook until

1998. Even after separat-
ing from Kinderhook, a
county library district has
never been established.

In 1965, state statute
182.480 made the bounda-
ries of any municipal library
district fixed so that even if
the city limits expanded, the
municipal library district
boundaries would not ex-
pand with them. This stat-
ute applied IF there was in
place a county library dis-
trict. This statute was put
in place to correct an issue
that arose in the St. Louis
area and therefore was not
widely known in the more
rural parts of the state.

May 2, 2006, Robert Chil-
dress made a proposal to

the Seymour Community
Library Board to combine
with  Webster County and
have a City/County Library
District. It was decided this
should be presented to the
Seymour City Council, and
on May 25 it was. After the
Seymour Community Li-
brary Board checked fur-
ther into the proposed
merger, it was decided to
decline as it would mean all
library property would now
belong to the city/county
library district.

Jim Jones, with the County
Assessor’'s Office, was pre-
sent at a city council meet-
ing on August 8, 2006, to
explain about the letter his
office received from the
Webster County Library
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LIBRARY DISPUTE CONTINUED...

Board. Mr. Jones said the letter stated that the as-
sessor’s office was to begin collecting taxes from city
residents outside the city limits of 1965 boundaries.
It is believed state statue 182.480 was brought into
the open in response for the city not merging with
the county and handing over all its property. The city
tax levy is $0.06 and the county tax levy is $0.12 and
at present, the County Assessor has no choice but to
collect these taxes. A lot of people in Seymour saw
their library tax double and the money goes to Web-
ster County instead of their local library.

Because state statute 182.480 only applied if a
county library district was in place when adopted,
and the fact the court records show a county library
district was never established, a lawsuit is ongoing to
get this situation corrected.

In accordance with state statute 72.403, a proposal
has been submitted to the County Commission to
have the Seymour Community Library District bound-
ary be one and the same as the Seymour Public
School District boundary. This would allow the resi-
dents of the Seymour community to be within the
Seymour Community Library District and would end
a costly, time consuming lawsuit. So far, the County
Commissioners have not done this.

The residents living within the city limits of Seymour,

but outside the 1965 city limits, will pay $9,017.00
this year to the county instead of $4,508.50 to the
Seymour Community Library. The people living
within the Seymour School District will pay
$37,465.00 to the county instead of $18,732.50 if
they would be allowed to be in the Seymour Commu-
nity Library District. That is a total of $46,482.00
going to the county from people that use the library
in Seymour. Using the 1965 boundary will cause the
Seymour Community Library to lose $4,508.50 a
year and that figure will go up every time the city lim-
its is expanded.

The Seymour Community Library simply can not af-
ford to lose this amount of money and still offer the
services it should. This means a fee will have to be
paid for anyone not living within the Seymour Com-
munity Library District. Most of the people paying
these fees also donated their hard earned money to
build the library in the first place and the current ad-
ministration finds this completely unacceptable. Itis
felt that if the county is going to claim these people
as being part of their library district, which as previ-
ously stated has not ever actually been established,

then Webster County should pay the fees
instead of the patrons. It is not yet
known if Webster County will do this.

ANIMALS AND THEIR PEOPLE

With the start of
a fresh new
year, we at city
hall would like to
take a moment 4.
to impress upon

the citizens of or fight

3. Unsterilized animals often ex-
hibit more behavior and tem-
perament problems then ones
who have been “fixed”

Sterilized animals are
likely to bite or roam, run away

tering for your pets and has ac-
cess to the internet, please visit
the Humane Society of the United
States website. You can also call
City Hall and we can give you in-
formation on a low cost spay and
neuter program

less

Seymour  the
. importance  of
spaying or neutering your pets.
The pet population is out of control
worldwide and there is evidence
right here in Seymour that we
have to many stray and aban-
doned animals roaming our
streets as well.
Some facts about
neutering:
1. It makes pets better, more
affectionate companions
2. Neutering cats makes them
less likely to spray and mark
territory

spaying/

Horrifically, 6 to 8 million dogs and
cats are placed in shelters every
year! Even more tragically, due to
a lack of homes, 3 to 4 million are
euthanized....EVERY YEAR!!!

While the cost to sterilize your pet
may seem too expensive, in reality
the one time fee is much less then
the cost of caring for multiple lit-
ters and possible vet bills if there
are complications! More impor-
tantly, it's a small price to pay for
the health of your pet and the pre-
vention of the births of more un-
wanted pets. If anyone wants in-
formation on low cost spay or neu-

It is EVERYONES responsibility to
help eliminate the overpopulation
problem of our furry friends. Each
year communities across the
country are forced to spend mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars trying to
cope with the surplus of unwanted
pets. These costs include investi-
gating animal cruelty cases, cap-
turing strays and sheltering costs
for lost or homeless animals.

Please show your pets that you
care....they'll love you for it!
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INFORMATION TIDBITS...

For the residents of Seymour, who
get their utilities through the city...

1. Your utility bill is due by the 15"
of every month!

2. After the 15", a penalty of 10%
is assessed!

3. Shut offs are on the 4™ of every
month. No exceptions!

If you have difficulty paying your bill
you can contact OACAC at
417.859.4589 or Energy Assistance
at 417.864.3460
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You might notice that City Hall looks
a little darker. The windows are
tinted, and it might appear that we
are closed, but we are still open
Monday-Friday, 7am to 5:30 pm.
Stop by for a cup of coffee and to
say “howdy”.
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In the near future, hopefully in the
springtime (weather permitting) we
will be putting in a sidewalk from the
square to senior housing. We know
this will be beneficial to everyone
and we will keep you posted as to
actual dates...
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

This months recipe was given to us
by Doylita McCormack. If you have
a favorite dish, please contact City
Hall and we would be happy to use
it as our recipe of the month.

Peanut Butter Fudge

3 c. sugar

Yatsp. salt

% c. cocoa

1 c. milk

2 Thbl. light corn syrup

1 tsp. vanilla

% c. peanut butter

1 c. coarsely broken nuts (optional)

salt, cocoa, milk

Combine sugar,
and corn syrup in 3-gt. saucepan.

Boil over med. heat, stirring until
sugar dissolves (if sugar crystals
form on sides of pan, wipe them off).

Cook until mixture reaches soft ball
stage, remove from heat; do not stir.
Let cool until bottom of pan feels
lukewarm to the touch.

Add vanilla and peanut butter and
beat steadily until candy begins to
lose it's shine. Add nuts (if desired)
and pour immediately into a buttered
8 in. square pan. Cover and chill
until firm. Cut into squares. Makes
36 squares or 1 ¥ Ibs.

Everyone who has tried this recipe
absolutely LOVES it!!

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

The City of Seymour Fire Depart-
ment would like to take this time to
remind our residents that spring is
just around the corner and with
spring brings the chance of severe
weather. So far in the first few
weeks of 2008 we have seen what
severe weather can do to our area.
With this in mind we strongly recom-
mend that your family invest into a
NOAA Weather Alert Radio. These
radios will keep you updated with
watches and warnings straight from

the National Weather Service. You
can purchase these radios at most
large retail stores. If you should
have questions about these radios
please feel free to contact the Sey-
mour Fire Department (935-2822) or
Webster Co Emergency Manage-
ment (468-7500).
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The City of Seymour Fire Depart-
ment still has free smoke detectors.
These smoke detectors are for fami-
lies in the City of Seymour with chil-
dren in the home under the age of
14. The process is simple just con-
tact the fire department at 935-2822
or on the website. Then we will set
up an appointment to install the de-
tector and fill out a short application.
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